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Kory White's checkered past

RAELAYNA ALVAREZ

Staff Writer

Once a genius with dual degrees in journalism and math before the age of 20, Kory White, who is today running for Student Senate President in the A.S. election taking place on April 13 and 14 – was on the academic road to Stanford when she was hit by a drunk driver and suffered a brain injury that erased her cognitive skills. Many years after the injury, White started attending SRJC and made an academic comeback.  She got involved on campus by helping to start the Acquired Brain Injury Students (ABIS) club. But just after getting the club on its feet, White committed a crime that would blemish her otherwise strong character and possibly damage her career as a student activist. 



On June 8, 2004, White was charged by the State of California with two counts of theft and embezzlement. The felony charge was with respect to the property of an elder and dependant adult; but this charge dropped after White was diagnosed with a bi-polar disorder that, according to White, was linked to the car accident that took place 16 years before. 


White pleaded no contest to the misdemeanor of stealing money in July 2001 from Edward Martinez, a fellow member of the ABIS club.  
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The conviction resulted in her being put on two years probation beginning in July of 2004. One of the provisions of her probation is that she is not to associate with "brain damaged patients or belong to any clubs frequented by said persons.” The terms of the probation prohibit White from legally associating with the club she once founded. 

White expressed remorse for her actions and regrets what she did, but she doesn't feel that this is something students should consider when they go to the polls to vote on April 13 and 14. 

After the second interview with the Oak Leaf, White immediately started briefing people in and around the A.S. Office about her legal history and sources say she confessed it to the candidates running on her slate. 

White told The Oak Leaf, "I am extremely ashamed of what I did. It was residuals of my brain injury (from the car accident) and I was in a hypo-manic phase. After I was given medication, I became aware of things that I am not proud of.  I fully accepted responsibility for this and did everything I could to make it right. It is impossible for something like this to happen again," said White. 

White referred The Oak Leaf to Student Trustee, Nick Caston for more specifics about her legal troubles.  Caston was unsure about details of the case, but said he had no doubt about White's ability to be A.S. president. "She spends more time working than anyone else in the office. She is a representative on a legislative level. If there was a problem, we would have seen it by now.”

When asked if a grievance was filed, or if the college played any role in the incident, Nancy Chinn, who has, been the ABIS club advisor since it was founded, said, "The college is responsible for club activities, and this was not relevant to club activities." 


Excluding the one incident, White has an excellent reputation among her fellow students, as well as a fine record of activism and public service.  She was Editor of "We the People," a publication that advocates lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender issues. At SRJC, she was the Inter-Club Council (ICC) representative for the ABIS club before becoming chair of the ICC. White currently serves as Senator of Legislation. 

While White would like her campaign against Molly McPherson to remain purely about issues affecting cam​pus life, Political Science major Alvin Jacobs says her legal trouble will undoubtedly play a part in the election. "It doesn't matter to me if Kory's opposition brings this up or not. It makes me question whether she should have any control over student funds," he said. 

White says she would prefer to be judged by her achievements in the A.S. rather than her personal life. She chose not to comment on her opponent because she hasn't had much of an opportunity to gauge her skills and qualifications. "I want the campaigns to focus on how we can improve campus life, rather than have a character battle," she said. 

